
The Voyage of Governor Phillip to Botany Bay

The Voyage of Governor Phillip to Botany Bay

In 1788, the eleven ships of the First Fleet
landed their cargo of around 780 British
convicts at Botany Bay in New South
Wales. Two more convict fleets arrived in
1790 and 1791, and the first free settlers
arrived in 1793. On 18 January 1788 the
First Fleet arrived at Botany Bay, which
Joseph Banks had declared suitable for a
penal colony after he returned from a
journey there in 1770.  Captain Arthur
Phillip, the fleets commander, brought a
small party of marines and seamen ashore,
but found the location unsuitable because
the harbour was unsafe and the area lacked
fresh water.   The fleet then relocated to
Port Jackson. On 21 January 1788 Phillip,
with a party of officers and marines, landed
at an unnamed place, believed to be the
beachfront at Camp Cove (known as cadi
to the local Cadigal people). This occasion
marks the first landing of members of the
First Fleet within Port Jackson, and the first
known European landing in Sydney
Harbour.  After moving further into the
harbour, on 26 January 1788 Phillip raised
the British flag at Sydney Cove. 751
convicts and their children disembarked,
along with 252 marines and their families. 
Two more convict fleets arrived in 1790
and 1791, and the first free settlers arrived
in 1793. From 1788 to 1823, the Colony of
New South Wales was officially a penal
colony comprised mainly of convicts,
soldiers and the wives of soldiers.  The
early convicts were all sent to the colony,
but by the mid-1800s they were also being
sent directly to destinations such as
Norfolk Island, Van Diemens Land, Port
Macquarie and Moreton Bay.  Twenty per
cent of these first convicts were women.
The majority of women convicts, and many
free women seeking employment, were
sent to the female factories as unassigned
women. The female factories were
originally profit-making textile factories.
The Parramatta Factory grew as an enclave
for pregnant women and also served as an
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orphanage from the 1830s.
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